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IN GOD WE TRUST 

GOD IS!! AND ALL IS WELL!! 
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The Gift at Christmas 
In preparation for Christmas I made a special gift for my wife, Cathy, a 

few years ago. It was going to be a surprise (I thought). I knew just what 

she needed. I spent a lot of time picking out the items necessary to make 

that gift. Even more time trying my best to create what I thought would 

be “the” gift at Christmas. 

 

I intensely enjoyed the anticipation, the secrecy and the prospect of giving 

a homemade gift to my wife. It was very unusual for me to make a gift. 

And it was likely the last time I ever try to do so. 

 

For one thing, she figured out what it was before she opened it. Not a 

surprise! Worse than that, it wouldn’t quite work for the purpose for 

which it was carefully designed. The best I could do with the gift was to 

provide my loved ones an occasion for a great deal of laughter. 

 

God gave each of us the perfect gift on the first Christmas. The gift of God’s Son, Jesus, met and meets our 

greatest needs when we receive the gift through God’s grace through faith. That’s worth singing about! 

That’s why Christmas carols are so beautiful to hear and to sing. We can rejoice in the greatest gift of all. 

 
The Gift at Christmas, Jesus, is the best gift we can give to others. Share the love of Christ with others. 

Share the good news about Jesus. One way so many do so is to 

contribute Christmas Shoeboxes around the world through 

Samaritan’s Purse. Thank you for doing so! Prison inmates in South 

Carolina each receive a Christmas gift from South Carolina 

Southern Baptists. Thank you for giving to this state-wide outreach! 

Each gift will contain a gospel witness.  

 

We can find many ways to let the Light of the world shine into the 

darkness. Each time we are sharing the Gift of Christmas, the gift 

that changes the world one person at a time. 

 

With whom will you share the Gift of Christmas? 

 

Christmas blessings, 

 

Darrell  
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CAMP JACKSON 
For churches within  

Allendale-Hampton Baptist Association  

Outdoor USE ONLY -  Free  

There is a small cost for overnight stays or if you want 
to use the dining hall or pool because of the cost of air
-conditioning/heating and electricity. If you have up to 

25 people, you can use the dining room and 1 dorm  
Friday – Sunday for $300 

If you have more than 25 people  
the cost would increase. 

TO MAKE RESERVATIONS  
PLEASE CONTACT  

 LONNIE RUSSELL @803-842-1903 
OR 

THE AHBA OFFICE  
Telephone 803-632-1882   

  E-Mail: ahba58@gmail.com  
 

Is it time for your church to have a Prayer– 
Retreat?!  Consider utilizing your own Camp 
Jackson.  It is a beautiful, quiet, country set-
ting where you can get close to God and the 

wonderful nature He has given us.   

ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries Report 

 

The celebration of Christmas is woven into many of the customs of 

Latin American countries. In Mexico, for example, posadas are a reen-

actment of the fruitless search by Mary and Joseph for room in the inn. 

Groups of people visit different homes and act out the parts of Mary, 

Joseph, and the innkeeper. They then enjoy refreshments. Many people 

have in their homes elaborate nativity scenes which are traditionally 

lined with Spanish moss. These customs are beautiful, but they have 

often become mere tradition. Will you join me in praying that many 

Latinos will see beyond the customs of Christmas to the wonder of the 

Incarnation? Let’s pray together that the truth of the Gospel would 

shine more brightly than the glitter of the season and draw many hearts 

to Christ.  

 

  
Submitted by Tony Hancock, Director of Hispanic Missions 

ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries 

thancock@lowcountry.com  
Mailing Address 

ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries 

c/o Allendale-Hampton Association 

P.O. Box 530  -  Brunson, SC 29911 

CHAPEL AT CAMP JACKSON 

We need volunteers to help with maintenance projects at Camp Jackson .  If you are available and 

able to help please call Mr. Lonnie Russell, Camp Caretaker, at 803-842-1903 or Mr. Bernie Smith, 

Chairman of the Camp committee, at 803-942-2351 to volunteer.  They will let you know what is 

needed and assign you a day and time to help. 
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Church Contributions Received to  
Support  the Association Budget  

End of the Year (2020-2021)Total Receipts 
72,528.25 - Amount Needed $79,997.42 

New Budget Year (2021-2022) 
Allendale                                    $   
Beech Branch                 216.90  
Bethel                                              600.00 
Brunson                375.00 
Deep Branch               300.00 
Fairfax FBC                     984.24 
Furman                250.00 
Great Salkehatchie                        
Hampton FBC                            
Harmony                315.00 
Hickory Grove                   776.68 
Hopewell                793.99 
Lawtonville             
Lower Three Runs               150.00 
Mt. Arnon               117.44 
Mt. Olive                               119.45 
Nixville             2,667.00 
Open Arms Fellowship              450.00 
Robertville                              500.00 
Sand Hill                            1,775.75 
Sandy Run                926.13 
Stafford              
Steep Bottom                              664.56  
Sycamore                
Varnville FBC            2,268.00 
West End                326.46 
Donation                 
           

Budget Receipts 2021-2022  
Church Contributions Received  To Date - 

$14,576.60 
Needed to date - $19,999.23 

Budget Requirements 2021-2022 -  
$79,996.92 - 6,666.41 (mth.) 

MODERATOR’S THOUGHTS 

“The Rest of the Story” 

 By Rev. Dr. Tommy Kelly 

 
 

It is difficult to comprehend that the holiday season is here. 2021 will 

soon be a memory. Yet, Christians can still focus upon the greatest 

blessing bestowed upon the world. Jesus came to earth at God’s ap-

pointed time to be humanity’s Savior. (Galatians 4:4). However, some 

traditions of The Nativity have strayed from Biblical authenticity. 

 

Even though many believers have nativity scenes with wooden struc-

tures for a stable, the actual place of Christ’s birth is a cave. The 

Church of the Nativity is located in Bethlehem, Israel on the actual 

sight of Christ’s birth. Behind the church’s altar is a winding staircase 

that leads to the exact location of Christ’s birth, a cave used as a sta-

ble. 

 

While many nativity scenes depict Mary riding a donkey, this fact has 

never been confirmed or denied by historical fact. Although Mary was 

pregnant during her journey to Bethlehem, she and Joseph were finan-

cially limited and having a donkey was rare. It is plausible that someone 

could have loaned a donkey for Joseph’s trek to his ancestral home. 

This benevolent assumption precipitates a generous spirit. 

 

Also prominent in nativity scenes is the shepherds and wise men. Yet, 

according to the Bible, the shepherds came immediately after Christ’s 

birth. The wise men had a longer journey that included a visit with 

King Herod and visited Christ when he was a “child” which is inter-

preted to be a toddler. (Matthew 2:9). 

 

Even with these traditions having no historical authenticity, Christmas 

will always be the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for your  

contributions to the  

association! 

For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is 

given, and the  

government will be 

on his shoulders.  

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counse-

lor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 NIV 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

December 
 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  

7 Hispanic Christmas Outreach Program 

16 Newsletter Articles Deadline 

22-Jan3 Office Closed for Christmas  

24 Christmas Eve 

25 Christmas Day 

31 New Years Eve 

 

January 
1/1 New Years Day 

13 ABC Quarterly Meeting—10:00 am 

17 Newsletter Articles Deadline 

24 Associational WMU Team Meeting - 

 AHBA Office—6:00 pm 

29 GA Day 

 

February 
7 Executive Committee Meeting—7pm 

14 Valentine’s Day 

17 Newsletter Articles Deadline 

19 Associational Women’s Conference 

 Beth Greer Speaker 9 am –1 pm 

20 FOCUS ON WMU SUNDAY 

 

Allendale-Hampton Baptist Association 
PO Box 530 

5465 Augusta Highway 
Brunson, SC 29911 

Office: (803) 632-1882  
Email Address: ahba58@gmail.com 

Website address: 
www.allendalehamptonbaptistassoc.org 

 
Director of Missions - 
      Rev. Darrell A. Smith 
Clerk/Ministry Assistant  

                         Mrs. Patricia Terry 
 
Moderator               Rev. Dr. Tommy Kelly 
 
Vice Moderator       Mr. Albert Tuten 
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Help Us  

Economize 

To receive your  

newsletter   

electronically, email 

ahba58@gmail.com  

Also, please let us 

know of address 

changes or if you 

wish to be removed 

from our mailing 

List. 

ALLENDALE-HAMPTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
WILL HOST A “WOMEN’S CONFERENCE” 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022 
SPEAKER, VOCALIST, CONFERENCE LEADER 

BETH GREER FROM LEXINGTON, S.C. 
WILL LEAD THE CONFERENCE AT  

VARNVILLE FIRST BAPTIST CHRCH 
REGISTRATION FEE $10.00 

ALL LADIES ARE INVITED 
MORE INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE 

IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF THIS  
NEWSLETTER 

Office Hours -Tuesday 1/2 day:  Hours Vary 

Wednesday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; Thursday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

  
Brunson Baptist Church had a glorious time @ ABBA’s Kitchen 

with devotion time & feeding the Salkehatchie college students a 

tasteful meal of homemade spaghetti, garlic bread and homemade 

cookies to over 60 students and staff.   

By being a servant of God brings on a smile. 

HISPANIC CHRISTMAS OUTREACH PROGRAM 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 @ 6:00 PM  

@ Allendale First Baptist Church 

  WE NEED NEW OR GENTLY USED GIFTS FOR  

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES AND FOR ADULTS,  

FEMALE AND MALE.  DELIVER THE GIFTS TO THE 

ALLENDALE-HAMPTON ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICE 

BY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021 

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Together we transform lives 

Do you know that 100% of your gifts to the  

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering support   

Missions around the world 

We also Pray for Missionaries around the world 

November 28th - December 5th is the  

Week of Prayer for International Missions 

Please pray for Missions, Missionaries, and give 

generously. 


